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Lesser Kestrel
(Falco naumanni)

• Status: Vulnerable
• Population

– F-L & C 2004: < 100,000
– MKP 2006: > 110,626

• Key threats
– Habitat loss
– Nest site destruction

Mark Anderson

Trevor Hardaker
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Amur Falcon
(Falco amurensis)

• Population
– F-L & C 2004: 100,000-1,000,000
– MKP 2006: 34,025

• Key threats
– Unknown
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Redfooted Falcon
(Falco vespertinus)

• Status: Cons. Priority in Europe
• Population

– F-L & C 2004: 100,000-1,000,000
– MKP 2006: 5

• Key threats
– Unknown
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Project Aims

1. Count kestrels at as many roosts as possible to get 
an indication of the population size visiting 
southern Africa 

2. Identify and address any conservation threats 
3. Create an awareness of the conservation issues 

that migrating kestrels face 
4. Further our knowledge on the biology and 

migration of these kestrels in Africa
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Revised Project Methods - 2006
• Increased awareness in neighbouring countries
• Single core count – 20 January 2007
• Monthly counts at selected roosts
• Recording of all sightings – Natural World GIS database
• Arrival and departure dates from Natural World GIS 

database
• Pellet collecting
• Improving the roost database
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Aim: Estimating Population Size
Roost coverage

• 197 roosts (roost 
database) 

• Currently received 
data for 62 roosts

• 31 roosts from 2005/6 
season outstanding
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Aim: Estimating Population Size
Roost counts

2005/6 Season
Lesser Kestrels: 110,626
Amur Falcons: 34,025
Redfooted Falcons: 5

2006/7 Season
Lesser Kestrels: 87,876
Amur Falcons: 53,936
Redfooted Falcons: 601
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Aim: Estimating Population Size
Roost count comparison

+6000
Naboomspruit

-4875
Graaff Reinette

Maximum change

3%-19%Median change

719Roosts decreased

813Roosts increased

1632Roosts counted in 
2005/6 and 2006/7

Amur FalconLesser Kestrel
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Aim: Estimating Population Size 
Natural World GIS

• Official MKP database
• Sightings – new 

roosts
• Arrival and departure 

dates

Amur Falcon
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Aim: Estimating Population Size 
Pellet collection

• 12 roosts
• Free State, Northern 

Cape, Eastern Cape, 
Mpumalanga, 
Western Cape

• No clear trends
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Aim: Addressing Conservation Threats
Saving Roosts

• Colesberg roost
• Theunissen roost
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Aim: Addressing Conservation Threats
Roost Signs

• Please 
provide your 
comments
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Aim: Creating Awareness
“Spreading the Love”

• Adam Welz trip
• Israel school
• Key events
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Aim: Furthering Knowledge

• Pellet analysis - diet
• Ringing
• Roost database
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