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Project Aims

e Started in 1996 by Hein Pienaar with the following
Aims:
1. Count kestrels at as many roosts as possiale to g
iIndication of the population size visiting sAfricarn
2. ldentify and address any conservation threats

3. Create an awareness of the conservationassues th
migrating kestrels face

4. Further our knowledge on the biology ana wiigratio
these kestrels in Africa



Project Methods

e Coordinator
e Volunteers



Project Results
Roost coverage

e 155 roosts (Siegfried
& Skead)

e 115 historic roosts
(Pienaar)

« Currently monitoring
90 roosts



Project Results
Roost counts
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Lesser Kestrels: 94,733

Amur Falcons: 25,945
Redfooted Falcons: 5




Project Results
Variation in numbers
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Project Results
Arrival dates — 2005/6 season



Project Results
Roost Database




Conservation Issues

e Stochastic events
— Weather
— Roost destruction

e ROOSts
e Road mortalities

« Agricultural practices
— Increase in land use
— Pesticide use
— Locust outbreaks



Conservation Priorities

e Education
— Farmers
— Agricultural Department
— Roost owners
— Drivers

 Knowledge
— Roost selection

— Diet and habitat selection
— Global collaboration

e Monitoring
— Population trends



The Future

 Full time co-ordinator
e Origins

— RiInging & transmitter programme
e Population surveys

— Countries & volunteer base
— Raptor Road count
— National kestrel count day (bird clubs, schools)

e Habitat use and diet
— Research programme (GIS, pellets, roost selection)

e Avian Influenza?
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